
DECLARATION OF THE APIWTXA INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS - THREATS,
PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT ON THE AMAZON BORDER

The Asháninka, Ashéninka, Arara, Kuntanawa, Huni Kuin-Kashinawa, Yaminahua and
Amahuaca Indigenous Peoples, represented by the organizations OPIRJ, Apiwtxa, Instituto
Yorenka Tasorentsi, AJRBI, Associação Arara do Rio Amônia, ACONADIYSH, ACCY, AACAPPY,
AKARIB, AARIB, inhabitants of the border zone between Peru and Brazil, of the regions of the
Yurúa and Upper Tamaya (Ucayali, Peru) and Upper Juruá (Acre, Brazil) – who together
protect more than three million hectares, in one of the best preserved and most biodiverse
regions of the Amazon – met in an assembly of our leaders and authorities, in the face of the
serious threats that impact us on both sides of the border of Peru and Brazil, we declare the
following:

We, Indigenous Peoples, reaffirm that our territories were never discovered. We are the
ancestral owners of our lands, which have been taken from us and destroyed by invaders,
extractive companies, and mafias of all kinds.

The threats we face are enormous, but drug trafficking, illegal roads, loggers, miners, and
land traffickers, protected by state corruption, continue to destroy our lands and forests. For
years they have been assassinating our leaders, without any punishment for their acts, and
many of our leaders continue to be threatened by those who want to appropriate our lands
and resources. Despite our complaints, and the awareness of the government and law
enforcement authorities, the guilty remain unpunished.

We, Indigenous Peoples, reiterate our commitment to a harmonious and peaceful existence
with the forest and with those who live in towns and cities. We do not want to take anything
away from them, nor do we treat them as we have been treated for centuries. Our peoples
are noble, and they do not retaliate upon the abuses and offenses that we have been
receiving for years. However, we do not accept that the destruction of the forest also
becomes our own destruction.

We, Indigenous Peoples, know that it is possible to make every part of the world the best
place to live, that is why we take care of our forest, our home, and by doing so we generate
clean air, clean water, biodiversity, wisdom and culture for our countries and the entire
world. Our Peoples believe in life. For this reason, we declare to our governments, our allies,
our authorities at all levels and the international community, the following points:

1. We demand that the competent authorities of Brazil and Peru comply with their
obligation to protect borders, the rights of Indigenous Peoples and the environment.
In Brazil, a greater presence of state authorities and action in defence of those of us
who inhabit the country boundaries is required. In Peru, we demand that the State
monitor, punish and act on local and regional authorities which are constantly
violating the rights of the indigenous population.

2. We demand that the Peruvian Government take immediate action for the rights
violations suffered by the Sawawo Hito 40 native community, on the border with
Brazil. Despite the clear denunciations and evidence of invasions into its territory by



illegal loggers and land traffickers, the Peruvian Judicial Power once again favours the
invaders, the criminals, instead of protecting its citizens. We call the attention of the
international community for the constant violations of indigenous rights in Peru. We
do not accept that impunity for crimes against Indigenous Peoples continues in Peru,
Brazil, and other parts of the world.

3. We demand respect for our management of our own development. We do not want
an external development model to be imposed on us, which destroys forests, and is
abusive and cruel to people. For this reason, we call on the rights recognized by the
United Nations and other national and international organizations. It is essential that
the rights to health, education, territory, and self-determination are respected. We
demand Governments to be at the service of citizens and not to be controlled by
companies and other interests that directly affect the self-determination of
Indigenous Peoples.

4. We firmly reject that States and companies make decisions about our territories
without prior consultation and prior, free, and informed consent, guaranteed by law;
as well as other infrastructure and extractive projects that affect us and endanger
our existence, such as the planned “Masisea – Alto Tamaya Road” and the “Pucallpa
Cruzeiro do Sul Road”.

5. We will not allow the advance of illegal projects such as the “Nueva Italia – Sawawo –
Puerto Breu Road” and we demand that all existing terrestrial access routes be
closed immediately.

6. In the case of the Peruvian district of Yurúa, we demand from the Regional
Government of the Ucayali the immediate construction of the airport in Puerto Breu,
along with a greater presence of the Peruvian State and improvement of public
services for the population.

7. We demand the Peruvian government to meet the needs of the Alto Tamaya –
Saweto indigenous community, also on the border between Brazil and Peru. We
demand that the Peruvian Judicial Power condemn the murders of the leaders of the
community, whose crime has gone unpunished for seven years, and the expulsion of
the illegal loggers and invaders who continue to threaten the lives of Saweto’s
inhabitants.

8. Finally, we reaffirm the bonds of brotherhood between the Peoples of the
borderlands of the Yurúa and Upper Tamaya regions of Ucayali, Peru, and the Upper
Juruá of Acre, Brazil, with which we strengthen the Alliance to protect the lives of
Indigenous Peoples, the forests that are our home, and the source of livelihood, as
well as helping to maintain the planet’s stable climate on which we all depend. We
are committed to working together, as brothers and sisters to face together the
threats to our lives and our territories.

We signed in agreement, on November 19, 2021 - Aldeia Apiwtxa, Marechal
Thaumaturgo, Acre



Associação Ashaninka do Rio Amônia – Apiwtxa

Organização dos Povos Indígenas do Rio Juruá - OPIRJ

Organización Regional AIDESEP Ucayali - ORAU

Asociación de Comunidades Nativas para el Desarrollo Integral de Yurúa Yono Sharakoiai –
ACONADIYSH

Asociación de Conservación Comunal Yurúa – ACCY

Asociación Ambiental de la Comunidad Ashéninka Pocharipankoky Pikiyaco Yurúa –
AACAPPY

Associação Ashaninka de Rio Breu – AARIB

Associação Jaminawa Arara do Rio Bagé – AJRBI

Associação Kaxinawá do Rio Breu - AKARIB

Associação Arara do Rio Amônia - ARARA










